In order to be able to appreciate the effects that sanitary works have brought about on the incidence of any disease, it is necessary that observations should be extended over a considerable number of years, and, above all, that the conditions obtaining before and after the construction of said works should be fairly examined.
latter element. Impermeability and retention of humidity characterise the nature of this soil.
I have shown what is the sanitary condition that obtains in Buenos Ayres at the present time. In this Paper I have carried my observations back to the year 1872, when the registration of mortality statistics was for the first time systematically undertaken. In that year cesspools were in universal use; owing to deficient levelling of the streets, the city being constantly subject to inundations from heavy rains; the population drank well-water, or Diagram A shows the mortality from typhoid fever from 1872 to 1899, calculated at so many deaths per thousand inhabitants living. I will, further on, endeavour to explain the irregularity in the level of this diagram. For the present, I will simply draw attention to the difference in general level that is observed between the first few years when sanitary works did not as yet exist, with the exception of a very limited water supply, and the last few years, when seven-tenths .of the population had aceess to these works. The general level of the first few years lies at 0.6 per thousand; that of the last few years at 0.3 per thousand.* At first sight this difference in the level of typhoid mortality would be naturally attributed to the supervention of sanitary works, though at the same time some surprise must be elicited that the difference has been so slight; for, although there yet remain three-tenths of the population to whom the benefits of the sanitary works constructed
have not yet reached; still, the very great proportion whose health has been influenced by these works, would have led us to expect that the typhoid mortality should have descended to a lower level than that which it has actually reached. A detailed study of the typhoid mortality in connection with the extensive sanitary works now in operation in Buenos Ayres reveals the startling conclusion that these works have not exerted any influence whatever on the typhoid fever of this city. We 
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Buenos Ayres is to-day one of the healthiest cities in the world. The sanitary works have contributed greatly towards this result; for, owing to the relative drying of the soil which has been obtained, the mortality from tuberculosis has been greatly lessened, and that from tetanus, formerly so high, has been wonderfully reduced : house drains, although not influencing typhoid mortality, have done away with these horrible stenches which formerly emanated from cesspools, and which, as is well known, lower the vitality of the human organism, predisposing it to several diseases. But sanitary works have not held the monopoly of the sanitation of Buenos Ayres.
The periodical large epidemics of small-pox have been banished by means of vaccination with calf vaccine: the municipality has also contributed in a marked degree, ordering the hygienisation of the hundreds of lodginghouses which exist in the city, providing a sanitary service for the disinfection of houses where contagious diseases occur, and in many other ways aiding in the common work of lowering the general mortality.
Discussion.
Dr. Davison's Paper was followed by an interesting discussion, which Dr. Childs, who introduced the Paper, has been good enough to summarise.
In the course of the discussion, stress was laid upon the following points:? Dr. Davison concludes from his observations that neither the provision of a pure water supply in place of the surface wells for the majority of the population, nor the improved sewerage and drainage of the city, " have exerted any influence on the typhoid fever of this city" since 1871.
He bases this argument on the fact that, although the typhoid mortality has decreased from 0.69 per 1,000 inhabitants in 1872 to 0.14 per 1,000 in 1899, this decrease has not corresponded step by step with the development of pure water supply and improved drainage.
If the prevalence of this disease were directly dependent on one or both of these factors alone, his argument might hold good. But the accumulated evidence of the last thirty years tends to prove that the infective agent of typhoid fever may be spread and conveyed in various ways, e.g., from sewers and fsecal accumulations ; through the drinking water and food; from polluted soil; by direct infection ; and possibly through other channels and in other ways than those with which we are at present acquainted.
If the improvements in the water supply and in the drainage of the city be considered together with the typhoid prevalence; if the three curves recording these improvements and the annual typhoid mortality be superimposed, it is at once seen that there is a very striking coincidence between the final reduction of the typhoid mortality and the rapid advance of the sanitary improvements (vide Chart on opposite page). These 
